
13th Sunday of Matthew - Sunday, September 6, 2020 
St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 

 

SYNAXARION: The extraordinary miracle of Archangel Michael in Colossae, Phrygia; Holy martyrs Evdoxius, Zeno, Romulus and 

Macarius; 1,104 soldiers along with St. Calodota; Sts. Faustus the presbyter, Macarius, Andrew and the monks Bibus, Kyriacus, Dionysius, 

Andronicus, and the holy women Andropelagia and Thecla; and also Theoctistus a skipper, and another Kyriacus a plebian;  The consecration 

of the Church of the Most Holy Theotokos at Deuterus in the Church of the Holy Peace.  

Resurrectional Apolytikon (4th tone): When the tidings of the Resurrection from the angel was proclaimed un-

to the women disciples, and our ancestral sentence also had been abolished, to the apostles, with boasting did they 

proclaim: that death is vanquished evermore and Christ our God is risen from the dead, granting to the world His great 

mercy. 

Apolytikion for the Archangel: O Great Leaders of the heavenly armies, we implore you, though being unwor-

thy, with your earnest prayers to fortify us, with the shelter of the wings of your spiritual glory, guarding us as we fall 

before you and fervently cry: Redeem from dangers all of us, as the Commanders of the Heavenly Powers.  

Apolytikion of St. John the Baptist: The memory of the just is observed with hymns of praise; for  you O Fore-

runner the witness of the Lord is sufficient.  You have proved to be truly more venerable than the prophets.  Since you 

were granted to baptize in the river, the One Whom they proclaimed.  Therefore, you strove for truth, proclaiming 

with joy the Good News, even to those in Hades: that God was manifested in the flesh, and takes away the sins of the 

world, and grants to us His great mercy. 
 

Kontakion of the Birth of the Theotokos: Ἰωακεὶμ καὶ Ἄννα ὀνειδισμοῦ ἀτεκνίας, καὶ Ἀδὰμ καὶ Εὔα, ἐκ τῆς φθορᾶς 

τοῦ θανάτου, ἠλευθερώθησαν, Ἄχραντε, ἐν τῇ ἁγίᾳ γεννήσει σου· αὐτὴν ἑορτάζει καὶ ὁ λαός σου, ἐνοχῆς τῶν 

πταισμάτων, λυτρωθεὶς ἐν τῷ κράζειν σοι· Ἡ στεῖρα τίκτει τὴν Θεοτόκον, καὶ τροφὸν τῆς ζωῆς ἡμῶν.  

Trisagion: Demetr ios Passalar is (6 years) 



 Readings for the 13th Sunday of Matthew 
Epistle Reading is from 1 Corinthians 16:13-24 
Brethren, be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all that you do be 
done in love. Now, brethren, you know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts 
in Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the service of the saints; I urge you to be sub-
ject to such men and to every fellow worker and laborer. I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas 
and Fortunatus and Achaicos, because they have made up for your absence; for they refreshed 
my spirit as well as yours. Give recognition to such men. The churches of Asia send greetings. 
Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their house, send you hearty greetings in the 
Lord. All the brethren send greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss. I, Paul, write this 
greeting with my own hand. If any one has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed. Our 
Lord, come! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. 
Amen.  

 

Gospel Reading is from Matthew 21:33-42 
The Lord said this parable, "There was a householder who planted a vineyard, and set a 
hedge around it, and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and let it out to tenants, and 
went into another country. When the season of fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the 
tenants, to get his fruit; and the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and 
stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first; and they did the same to 
them. Afterward he sent his son to them, saying 'They will respect my son.' But when the 
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and have 
his inheritance.' And they took him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. When 
therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" They said to 
him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and let out the vineyard to other ten-
ants who will give him the fruits in their seasons." Jesus said to them, "Have you never read 
in the scriptures: 'The very stone which the builders rejected has become the head of the 
corner; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes?'"  

Answer these thought provoking 
questions about today’s Gospel 
Reading in the adult and teen 
Sunday school lesson. Click 

HERE. 
 

Click here to Download this 
Week’s Children’s Word from 

MyOCN. 

http://stjohntpa.org/church_files/Sunday%20School/lesson%206%20september%202020.pdf
https://myocn.net/orthodox-christian-childrens-newsletter/
https://myocn.net/orthodox-christian-childrens-newsletter/
https://myocn.net/orthodox-christian-childrens-newsletter/


 

Sunday, September 6             13th Sunday of Matthew 
                                                 Orthros 8:45 a.m.            Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 

Monday, September 7          Labor Day - Office Closed 
            No Bible Study 
 

Tuesday, September 8         Nativity of the Virgin Mary 
                     Orthros 9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, September 9         Virtual Clergy-Laity Congress—All Day 
 

Thursday, September 10         Virtual Clergy-Laity Congress—All Day 
            Griefshare 6:30 p.m. 
 

Friday, September 11         19th Anniversary of 9/11 
             Paraklesis 10:00 a.m. 
 

Saturday, September 12         Orthros 9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, September 13         Sunday before the Holy Cross 
            Orthros 8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
            GOYA Kick-Off 5:00 p.m. 
 

Upcoming Services & Events 

Fifty-Two Verses in Fifty-Two Weeks: The Bible Project 

September 6 -12 
 

I AM the door; if anyone enters by Me he will be saved and will go in and out and find 

pasture. John 10:9 
 

“What’s behind door number 3?” was a popular question on a game show years ago.  Contestants 

would choose which door to open and behind would be either a prize or a punishment.  In our world 

today, it seems like we stand in front of doors and are unsure of which to open.  Do I open the door 

that says this virus is serious and deadly?  Do I open the door that says it is overblown so I’ll go 

about my business?  Do I send my kid to school?  Or keep him home?  The doors are many.  The 

sense of making the wrong decision is real.  The doubts, the head-scratching, the lost sleep.  These 

things are very real.  There is one door that is in front of us every day.  And that is the door that leads 

to Christ.  Behind His door is love, compassion, kindness, comfort, reassurance, patience, for-

giveness and grace.  These are the things He offers to us. These are the things we are supposed to of-

fer to each other.  When we choose this door, it doesn’t end stress and anxiety.  It doesn’t make the 

decisions any easier, or the challenges any less real.  Christ gives us the tools to cope with whatever 

lies behind each door we will open today.  Just like opening the door to the sheep, which is the analo-

gy behind John 10:9 doesn’t mean that the sheep will never hunger again.  It means that the sheep 

have a means by which to be fed.  And following Christ gives us the tools to cope with whatever life 

is going to throw at us today. 



Prayer List: Lord Jesus Christ, Physician of our Souls and Bodies, visit and heal your servants: Kathy & 
Andrew Bouzinekis; Anastasia; Amanda, Andrew, Colton, Miranda, Charlotte Elizabeth, Nuha, Nabeel, Mi-
chael, Amal, John, Elaine,  Olga, Virginia Georgiou, Ron Myer, Toula Tsaros,  Fr. Pat Legato, Nellie Prin-
gle, Robert Calbi, Yolanda Webb, Angela Bougas, Tony Ekonomou, Ron, Jason Vickers, Rex Garrison, Tina 
Chakonas, Ann Demas, Alex Martinez, Adriana Martinez, Aaron Martinez, Christina Noel Kouzes Houck, 
Evangeline Xeroteres, Nichole Ross, Daniel Ross, Daniella Ross, Ashley Henderson, Natalie Henderson, 
Chris, Debbie, James, Avery, Lily, Jacob, Jesse, Ann, Rosario, Antonia Caffentzis, Alissa, John, Angela, Jo-
ey, Christine Scourtes, Steven, Matthew & Family, Phyllis, John Zelatis, Reagan, Peter Zaharis, Alexandra 
Ferrarolis, Leon & Despina Botham, Cindy Xenick, Mary Ellen Evdemon, Marie Sofia Panagopoulos, Ma-
ria Hursey, Chris Vamvakias, John Myer, Mike Trimis, Robert and Alice Stoccardo, John Alexander, Mi-
chael Romero, George Hambos, Dean Kondilis and Family, Bill and Nancy Manikas, Patricia Costello, An-
astasia Smyrnakis, Ekaterina & Anna Shushaalykova, Dora Koudouna, Ana Mourer, Debbie Phelps, Mary 
Voykin, David Voykin, Anne Sakellaris, Denise Badrane, Sia Blankenship, Don Payne, Zhana Temelkova, 
Stanislava Terzieva, James, Jude and all victims of war, terrorism, crime, natural disaster, and all of whom 
we are unaware. 

Update and Announcements 
Father Stavros and Charlie to attend “virtual” Clergy-Laity Conference September 9-10 -  
Father Stavros and Charlie (as well as Jim Armstrong and Gary Ward) will be attending the “virtual” 
Clergy-Laity Conference of the Archdiocese on September 9-10. Though they are not actually going 
anywhere, they will be involved in meetings throughout those two days and will be unavailable in the 
office. 
 

GOYA—The first GOYA meeting of the fall will be next Sunday, September 13, from 5:00-6:30 p.m.  
We will meet in the church at 5:00 p.m. (please be on time).  There is no dinner.  We will have a short 
vesper service, followed by a discussion, concluding by 6:30 p.m.  Parents are welcome to stay. 
 

Sunday School will being virtually on Sunday, September 13.  Please CLICK HERE to Sign Up. 

Thank you for your contributions to the IOCC Beirut fund.  Thanks to our disaster  relief budg-
et and your generosity, over $2,000 is being sent to help those affected by the explosion in Beirut last 
month. 
 

Collection for IOCC for Hurricane Laura Relief and for the California Fires - IOCC also is in-
volved in disaster relief on the Gulf coast for Hurricane Laura and for those displaced by the fires in 
California.  Each year in our budget, we provide 
for disaster relief.  Additional contributions are 
welcome.  Thank you for BEING the Church.  

 
 

Women’s Bible Study will begin again on Tuesday, September 15. We will meet on Tuesday 
mornings at 10:00 a.m. via zoom. Fr. Stavros will again lead this group this year. If you would like to 
join our women’s Bible study group, please contact Fr. Stavros at frstav@gmail.com and he will add 
you. Also, each participant will receive a link to purchase a book for this year. We will be studying 
the Epistle of James. 
 

College student addresses—If you have college students or are a college student, please send your 
school address, phone number and email to the church office by the end of August. 
 

Adopt a college student—We started an adopt a college student program last year.  We will be con-
tacting all those who had college students they “adopted” last year and making sure you want to con-
tinue, as well as reorganizing which students are still in college, who is new to college, who has grad-
uated college, etc.  If you would like to participate and adopt a college student, please send your 
name to Father Stavros and Charlie by August 15.  If you were part of this program last year, you 
don’t have to contact us, we will be contacting you.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFFgxbwjf4-vJLPl49UP9vPbsf2_kbAr_rhtnIOMWwpTJO1g/viewform?embedded=true
http://greekorthodoxchurchtampa.com/donate-online/

